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715 453-4066

October 2024

Faith Education

Oct. 6- Grade 3—Bible Milestone at Worship Service 9:00 am with Bible Connection at 10:15am-
11:15am.

Oct. 13 - First Day of “Grace Kids” (Sunday School) 8:45am-10:45am

God’s Work Our Hands: Thank you to all who participated in the God’s Work, Our Hands
project for this year. We collected over 300 cans of food which will go to our local food pantry.

We are grateful for Thrivent Action team seed money which allowed us to supplement this project.
Thanks to our children and youth (and young at heart) who helped build our; “Canstruction.”

Fall Fill Up
We invite you to fill up with faith, fellowship, and food on Wednesday, Oct. 9 from 6-8 pm.

Following up on our Mental Health initiative our focus is:

Grief and Loss Circle
From moving to a new school to losing a loved one, we all experience loss. Central to Fall Fill Up will
be a session Moving from Loss to Hope in our Lives for grades 5 through adult. Following the
introduction there will be conversation and an activity. Please join us.

Praising God + Serving Others + Building Relationships + Growing Faith
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Grace Cares: Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Matthew 5: 4

Over the past several weeks I've been sitting with my mom, and sometimes my sister-in-law, and my

brother, and Jon, first as we listened to dad’s quiet and not so quiet breathing, and later after his soul
left his 96-year-old body. Our daughters were there, and our niece and two cousins visited. Jesus was
there too, waiting for dad to let go and let our Lord carry him home.

I want to thank those who called or sent cards of condolence, for those who said a prayer, and for you
who traveled to Hudson to sit and stand with me as we remembered my dad. In you I see the face
and the heart of Jesus: compassionate, tender and caring.

Receiving support when you hurt or are grieving is an important, necessary part of healing. If you are
grieving or have suffered a loss, know that Grace, your community of faith, cares, and is here for you.
Be open to letting someone walk through the valley with you.

In Jesus,
Pastor Kathy

October 2024 Special Offering: Dial Down the Debt
For our October Special Offering, you are invited to make a special contribution to the PRINCIPAL

ONLY of our building debt. Since our building loan will be up for refinancing in December and the
interest rates have increased significantly, we’d like to reduce the principal as much as possible
before then. As you know, paying directly to the principal will reduce the costly interest on our
monthly payment amount. The people of Grace have responded wonderfully to previous Dial Down
the Debt opportunities!

We have indeed been blessed with a beautiful facility at Grace. It has been nearly 20 years since we
dedicated the addition of our new sanctuary and office area, and we continue to thank God for the
wonderful facility we have! In this time, we have reduced our mortgage balance from $1.2 million to -
$250,000— paying off nearly 80% of the loan already! We thank you all for your faithful support of
the Building Fund through the years and we look forward to your continued generosity to Dial Down
the Debt. We are surely Blessed!

October OWLS Activity: On October 19 at 1 PM Pastor Susan will share with us her
antique quilt collection. It will be interesting to hear the places they came from and the stories about
them.

Following Pastor Susan’s presentation, Justin Cerny will share gardening tips and answer your
questions. Refreshments will follow. Hope you can join us.

All Saints Remembrance November 2 & 3
All who have died in the past year, from November 1, 2023, to November 1, 2024, will
: ! be remembered at the “All Saints” worship on Saturday and Sunday, November 2 and
A\ ,Sams 3. We also have time to remember loved ones who have died in the past. Naming our
D3 Day grief and putting our loved ones into God’s hands is a powerful act of our faith. We are
: reminded of God’s eternal life, forgiveness, and salvation that is placed in our hands in
Holy Communion that gives peace, hope, and strength to our lives. November 1st is All Saints Day or
All Hallows Day (the night before is Hallows Evening or Hallowe’en.) It is a twelve-hundred-year tra-
dition in the church to remember those who have died and place them and our grief in God’s hands.

We do this during our worship on the Sunday following November 1.

Reminder to update the office with all address, email and phone number changes.




Pastor’s Pondering- October 2024

I remember sitting at my first bible study feeling a little out of place until fellow believers started
sharing their faith stories. Those stories captured my attention. They helped me realize that God
was indeed at work in others’ lives and helped me recognize that God was at work in my life too.
There’s something special that happens when we share life stories with one another. Our minds
and our hearts are open to different experiences and perspectives. Sharing faith stories illustrates
God’s love and grace that enriches our lives and people around us too.

The Narrative Lectionary we began in worship this September is based on the faith stories of God
and humans throughout the Bible. Through these stories in the Old and New Testaments, we learn
of God’s continued promises to love and care for humans and our continual struggle to keep those
promises. These faith stories are important because we learn of God’s faithfulness. God sent his

Son, Jesus to show us how to keep God first in our lives and follow God’s will. These faith stories
help us see the big picture of faith throughout the generations of why we needed Jesus to redeem
us and reconnect us to God.

This fall we will hear one reading from the Old Testament and the sermon will be based on that
text. In Advent, Christmas and after, we will hear from the Gospel of Luke. After Easter, we will
listen to the stories of the early church in Acts and the letters from the apostles. It is my hope that
over this 4- year Narrative cycle, we will experience a variety of faith stories to inspire and
challenge us to grow in our faith. I am excited about experiencing where God is at work in
Scripture and our faith stories at Grace!

Blessings,

Pastor Julie

Dear Family of Grace Church,

The book of Ecclesiastes teaches us that there is a time for everything under the sun. And in the past year it
has become more and more apparent to me that my time as Director of Children’s Ministries here at Grace
must come to a close, as of Dec.31st. It’s hard for me to put into words the powerful emotions I carry into
making this decision. Working with and sharing life over the past ten years with so many wonderful people,
young and old, has been one of the greatest joys of my life.

However, I am finding it more and more difficult to do my job as well as it requires. Instead of excitement
and optimism I wake up each morning with a sense of dread and anxiety. I feel I owe it to myself and my
church family to step away and pray that the families might be better served hearing a new voice. I continu-
ally yearn to relate with our young without the additional pressures of being an administrator. The good
news is I'm not leaving Grace. I'm simply stepping away from the staff position in order to serve my church
in another way.

In God’s Grace and Loving Care,

Patti Gaedtke
Director of Children’s Ministries

T-shirt fundraiser supporting our youth!

"In addition to the previous t-shirt and sweatshirt colors we have added more
colors!! We also added some long sleeve options which can be purchased on the
website. Check out the website at simply-stitched-llc.myshopify.com/collections/
grace-lutheran-church"



http://simply-stitched-llc.myshopify.com/collections/grace-lutheran-church
http://simply-stitched-llc.myshopify.com/collections/grace-lutheran-church
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Faith Board Reception-Come help
celebrate our youth’s faith. The Faith Board
Reception will take place on October...at 6:30

pm.

Needed: Fellowship Team Members and
Volunteers
-Coffee and snack bar hosts
-Goodie Makers

We are revamping the coffee fellowship slightly.
-Purchasing high top tables and stools

-Making a season long schedule of hosts (Sept-
May)

-Hosting it in the Gathering Space permanently.
Contact Barb in the office via email:
gracetomahawkoffice@gmail.com or

715-453-40060.

Craft Fair, Lefse Sale and Cookie Walk

The annual Cookie Walk, Lefse and Craft Sale will be here before you know it.
Please set aside December 14th if you can help out at either the Craft Sale or
the Cookie Walk. All bakers your goodies will need to be at church by Friday
Dec. 13th. Lefse making will be on Monday & Tuesday December gth & 10th.
Crafters your items will be needed by/on Friday Dec.13th. More details will be
shared as well as signup sheets at church. Thank you to everyone who helps in
any way with this fun and worthwhile event. Questions can be directed to
Pastor Susan 715-224-3476

Linda Halverson 715-453-4684 or Darlene Wechsler 715-630-6471




October Bi rthdays Welcome To The Kingdom of
God
15t Everly Buck 10th Ken Grabow 20ond Carlee Halverson Evan M. Archerd was baptlzed
Michael Johnson Joan Miller Robert Hansmann Saturday, September 21, 2024.
Kirstin Marcks Lander Schade Evan’s is the son of Michelle
12th Marie Knipfer Natalie Schrammel dB dan Archerd
ond Macey Mann Brynnen Stefan an rendan cherd.
Tom Miller 23rd Jennifer Beaumier
Abigail Norman 13th Russell Sudbury Cassandra Hooper :
Dewey Reilly - Renee Merrigan Welcom.e TO The Klngdom of
Earl Thomas 14th Heidi Lemmer Jennifer Szarkowitz God Emilia Anne Schrammel
Cindy Storm
grd Xander Eastman Max Larson 24th Mary Jones daughter of Karolyn (Krueger)
Tammy Gustafson Oscar Popp and Stephen Schrammel. She
Marcia Sattelberg 15th Matthew Strebig Marsha Wadzinski will be baptized October 5,
4t Barrett Lynch 17th Colynn Behling 25th Lincoln Azarian 2024.
Karen Sundquist Joan Check
Eli Wurl 26th Mary Erickson
5t Stephan Bremer Jr. Sadie Liebelt
Joshua Hess 18th Kristopher Cole Autumn Merrigan Our Prayers and Sympathy
James Zastrow Devin Foster Deborah Ohm go out to the families of:
Tucker Lund Xander Simonson
6t Conni Schade
19t Susan Christian 270 Curt Foster Jeanette Lovsletten who passed
7th Kiara Hooper Dave Erickson
Jackson Bellile Linda Kinnally 28th Sara Olson away on September 07, 2024.
Laurel Reinke
8th gaigeDBucﬁ 20th Tim Welke Lily Wilber Bruce J. Oradei WhO passed
ulie Dentler
Ryan Nieds 218t Nancy Kind 29gth Greg Lenkart away September 07, 2024.
Marilyn Smith Sherri Nystrom Serena Reinke
Darleen Winkler Karen Watzlawick Dor Othy “Dottie” A. Anderson
3oth Erik Decker 3
9% Sue Gerber who passed away
Eric Haring 31st Kathleen David
S Parkos Rathieen Da September 12, 2024

GRACE LUTHERAN/GREATER GALLILEE BIBLE STUDY RESUMES!

Good news! Grace Lutheran Church and Greater Galilee Church in Milwaukee are resuming their joint zoom
Bible study as of Saturday, Oct. 19th. In our first semester we delved into Good Boundaries and Goodbyes, a
scripturally based book which looks into the ways Christians must create healthy boundaries in order to enrich
relationships with friends and family. In our first semester we studied:

Loving others without losing the Best of Who You are

Boundaries Aren’t Just a Good Idea, they are a God Idea

A relationship can only be as healthy as the people in it
In our second session, we will be discussing issues like:

God takes boundary violations very seriously and so should we

- Just because they say it doesn’t mean you have to own it

Can a Goodbye ever Really be Good?
So, join your friends as we learn about and discuss these fascinating topics and so much more. God has given us
the Written Word and through Good Boundaries and Goodbyes we are shown the Biblical wisdom to create
healthier, happier relationships for ourselves, our friends, and our families. We plan to meeting once a month,

for the next four months. You don’t need to have attended the first semester to be a part of this
study. Please contact the church office for the accompanying reading material.

Blessings to You,
Deacon Al Hill

Pastor Julie Sinkula
Mark Gaedtke




September 12, 2024 Council Meeting Highlights for Newsletter
Full Council meeting minutes can be found in the binder in the gathering space.

Where Have We Seen God at Work?
Carey Heikkinen’s work with Destiny Rescue; The Dream Park is full of kids; Interviews with
professional athletes thanking God; Paralympic athletes; Holy times during end of life care

Council Agenda Highlights
The special offering for August raised $1,124.94 and the outdoor worship raised $1,203.28, both
for local school supplies and the LWR school supply Kits.
Fall Fill-up will be on October 9.
Director of Children’s Ministries, Patti Gaedtke, has submitted her letter of resignation, effective
December 31, 2024. The Council thanks Patti for her many years of dedicated service to the
children of Grace!

AUGUST 2024 FINANCIAL REPORT

Receipts Spending Difference

Monthly Receipts vs. Spending $ 29,178 $ 31,265 $(2,087)
Year-to-date Receipts vs. Spending $ 222,244 $ 236,604 $(14,359)
Mortgage Loan Balance as of August 2024 $260,367.73
August Special Offering: School Supplies/LWR
School Kits
Other Donations: Destiny Rescue $2§§gg§§

Salvation Army Backpack program $5:00

Child Protective Policies Workshop

On August 24, our staff and a council representative participated in a workshop on Child Protective
Policies from Awareness to Action (A2A). Their mission is “through awareness, education, prevention,
advocacy, and action, adults can take steps to protect the children in their lives.” For more info:
https://www.a2awisconsin.org/WCSAP/AboutUs.htm

We learned a great deal of information, including six key components for preventing child sexual
abuse within youth serving organizations, as developed by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). Our Grace team has met to discuss and define our priorities and next steps. We will
be reviewing our existing policies and strengthening them where needed. A2A will meet with us again,
3 and 6 months after the initial training (roughly November and February), to offer technical support
and assistance in this process. As policies are reviewed, we will bring them to Council for discussion
and approval of changes, if needed.

Now Hiring! Secretary Support
Friendly and efficient person to provide part-time secretarial support

o Facilitate congregational communications

e Knowledge of MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint

e Previous secretarial experience preferred.

e May or may not be a member of Grace

Applications are available at the church directly inside the double doors or stop by the church office
(M-Th 8am to 1pm). Contact Pastor Julie for more information.

Seeking a Kitchen Coordinator: A very important part of our mission at Grace of building
relationships is to show hospitality by providing meals and fellowship. Our Kitchen Coordinator position
organizes and oversees use of the kitchen by working with groups and families who host catered meals, like
funerals. Because it is based on the use of the kitchen, the hours are flexible. We are looking for a caring
and organized person of Grace to fill this position. Please contact Pastor Julie if you would like more info.




AA/ALANON MEETINGS
Grace Lutheran
e AA and Alanon: Saturday. 9:00 am

Grace Community House

e AA: Sunday 10:10 am

e AA: Friday 7:30 pm (open)
e AA: Wednesday 12:10 pm

St. Paul’s (12 E. Wisconsin Ave.)
e AA and Alanon: Monday 7:00 pm

If you have a problem with alcohol or if someone you
know suffers from the disease, AA (for the alcoholic) or
Alanon (for family or friend of alcoholic) could be your
lifeline. Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of both
these groups. If you would like to speak with someone
personally, the church office, 453-4066, or Pastor can
put you in touch with an AA or Alanon member.

All communications will be confidential
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Saturday: 5:00pm
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STAFF (715 area codes)
Lead Pastor................... Rev. Julie Sinkula

pastorjuliebarger@gmail.com
453-4066 or (cell) 715 216-7652

Visitation Pastor..................... Pastor Kathy Tulman,

ktulman2020@gmail.com, 715-579-6780
Pastor Emeritus........ Rev. Gerald Check, 453-4066
Rev. Susan Christian, 224-3476, pstrxn63@gmail.com

Dir. of Children’s Ministries............ Patti Gaedtke
612-2000, gaedgram@charter.net
Director of Confirmation...................... Renee Loka
453-4066, rlloka@hotmail.com
Dir. of Youth & Young Adults......Cassady Grabow
-Hohensee 216-9112,cassady.grabow19@gmail
Secretary.....ccccceeeees Barb Zastrow & Kristen Wilber
453-4066, gracetomahawkoffice@gmail.com
Treasurer...........ccccocveeeeuveeecveeeeeeeenns Shirley Derleth
453-4066, treasurersjd @gmail.com
Wedding Coordinator........................ Barb Zastrow
Custodian.......ee............. Barb Zastrow /Debi Tinker

453-4066
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2024 CoOuNCIL MEMBERS

Pres.—Steve Heikkinen................... 966-0160
V. Pres.—Pete Wurl...........cccuueeee.. 966-3381
Secretary—Jen Beaumier.............. 966-2682
Kathy Metzenbauer.............ccce..... 066-2960
Gail WilSOn........ceeevuveeeiiieeiiieceieeeee 453-5787
Sherry Clements...........ccceeeveeeecnneenne 453-5615
Steve Garrison........cceeeeeeevvveeennn. 414-828-2925
Chris Hoglund..........ccoeriiiiiiiiiiiiiiee

Claudia OSEero ........ccccveeeveeeeereeennnnn. 612-2161
Ethan Treyes.......coceeeveeevveeeeieeeeciee e

Church Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 8:00am to 1:00pm
Church Office closed on Fridays




