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Grace Lutheran Church
108 W. SOMO AVENUE
TOMAHAWK, WISCONSIN 54487
715 453-4066
www.gracelutherantomahawk.org

Marriage Milestones With Valentine’s Day, we celebrate the committed relationships of love in marriage milestones of Grace
members. As part of worship on February 15 ¢ 16, we will recognize these couples who are celebrating anniversaries of every 5
years. Join us in celebrating these couples after worship with a special fellowship time on Sunday, February 18. Our Grace family
supports these couples with prayer for continued blessings from God. Couples who are celebrating a marriage milestone listed
below, please submit a photo either from your wedding or a current couple photo to gracetomahawRoffice@gmail.com or drop off a
photo to the office. Deadline to be included is Feb. 11.

70 years or more Gerald T Mary Frickenstein Robert eI Leanne Setlak,
Longest Married Sweethearts Patrick  Sandy Granrath Pete I Lynn Wurl
Edward < Darleen Winkler Gary & Joan Hilgendorf 30 years
60 years or more Kirk e Nancy Kind William &I Corrine Burcalow
James eI Janis Nelson (64 years) Steven ¢ Kathy Metzenbauer Brett el Jennifer Beaumier
Gerald « Joan Check, (63 years) Jim & Steph Pellitteri James & Paula Norman
Duane e Irene Strauss (62 years) Allan & Janet Raatz Jayson &L Amy Peterson
Jim & Jan Van Norman (62 years) Dewey el Barbara Reilly Patrick < Roxanne Tjugum
Gil &L Mary Wessel (62 years) Florian eI Barb Ringwelski 25 years
Gene & Roselie Wiedow (62 years) Dan I Kay Salewske Robert < Carol Ann Hansmann
LeRoy e Lucille Charles (61 years) Don & Mary Schumacher Dale I Candice Wanta
Dick el Ruth Ann Richardson (61years) William & Carol Sparr Chris & Faye Witulski
Art & Jeanie Osero (61 years) Steven & Vicki Stromberg 20 years
William o Sandra Martinson (60 years) Earl I Peg Thomas Kurt < Holly DeKjep
Oscar & Diane Popp (60 years) Stan &l Karen Torkelson Jamie & James Johnson
50 years or more Paul & Darlene Wechsler Jason & Jessie Strombery
Gregg & Margaruite Albert Bruce L Karen Wiedeman 15 years
David & Linda Barrows John & Kathleen Wolf
George and Cathy Bilansky 45 years Steven & Carey HeikRinen
Dale I Nancy Braatz Dar & Sherry Clements Jacob & Christianna Lobermeier
Gary & Judi Calhoun Wayne o Susan Mielke James Hanson eI Lori Rogney
LeRoy & Lucille Charles Ronald & Gail Wilson 10 years
Bill I Patricia Erickson 35 years Zote I DereR Mohr
John &I Karen Arnott
William eI Barbara Schiltz
John & Conni Schade




News from the OWLS
We had a productive planning meeting in January. Here are the possible events for
the first 6 months of 2025. In February, we will have an informational meeting
Set? regarding health issues for seniors. In March, the Tulman’s will be sharing photos
Nt from their recent trip to Egypt. We will take the month of Easter off to concentrate
w on Holy Week and Easter. A trip to Camp American Legion in Lake Tomahawk is in
the plans for May. June will see us visiting the Rudolph Grotto Gardens and
Wisconsin Dairy State Cheese Company in Rudolph. We had planned this trip last year, but was
cancelled. In July, we are planning our first overnight trip to either Green Bay or Madison. Details
of all these activities are in the works. Our activities and meetings are on the third Thursday of the

month. Come join us!

Thank You! These two words don’t seem like enough to express my
heartfelt gratitude to all who took part in Sunday’s retirement get-together.
There were also many other folks who were not able to attend but took a
moment to share their heart with me. It’s always good to feel appreciated,
and all of your words and hugs showed the love of Jesus in abundance. I've
always considered the people of Grace as part of my extended family and
never has your love shone so brightly. As I mentioned Sunday, I intend to
continue to serve children’s ministry, only in a new way. My greatest reward
over the years has always been the loving relationships with the children and
their families, and I know that I will continue to love and cherish them

always. Once Again — THANK YOU Patti Gaedtke

On January 15, our GLOW class worked with
Theresa Anthony, of MAC Home in Merrill. We
talked about homelessness and how the MAC
Home helps meet needs for the homeless in
Lincoln County. To help the MAC Home in their
work, GLOW students made care bags that include
hygiene products in a bag decorated by the
students.

We welcomed these new members to Grace
on January 19. Gary and Jill Dequaine (front
row). (Back row) Stacey, daughter Sarah
Dvorak, and Dave Schmitz, and John
Henning. Please introduce yourself and
welcome them to our Grace family!




Pastor’s Pondering: In our online bible study discussion last week, we
talked about the term “goodbye.” Are goodbyes good? Sometimes it seems like
saying goodbye is a difficult thing. And yet goodbyes signify endings that are a
natural part of all of our relationships. Because we live with sin and death, we
experience loss in our relationships. We have people who were a part of our lives
for a time but then, because of physical or emotional distance, we said goodbye.
Other goodbyes happen when we no longer share a common purpose like a job
or a project. When relationships are harmful or toxic with no sign of
improvement, we need to say goodbye. Death is the one goodbye that we all
face.

Whether we say goodbye to another or we receive it, it can bring up lots of emotions. The closer we are in a
relationship, the harder it can be to say goodbye. We can feel heartbroken if a person we love ends a
relationship with us, even if we know it’s needed. If we initiate the goodbye, we may feel guilty and sad that we
are walking away from a person we care about. Most of us are not ready for death parting us from people we
love.

How we say goodbye is important. Acknowledging the ending of a relationship is important for closure. We
have a history with this person, and they will be part of our life story. If the relationship was not healthy, we
need to forgive and let go of the need to retaliate or blame. We wish the person well and we ask God to be with
them. That’s actually how goodbye got started, as a slang for “God be with you.” This way we can have closure
on the relationship, and we can give energy to another healthy relationships in our lives.

Most of all, we know there is one relationship that we never have to say goodbye to. Because of Jesus’ death
and resurrection. our relationship with God will never end. Jesus overcame the power of death so that we will
are promised new life with God and a reunion with those we love. Remembering that, I choose to say, “God be
with you until we meet again.”

Blessings,

Pastor Julie

. February 2025 Grace Cares: Jon and I are at the
. stage in our lives where have determined we will travel where we can
as often as we can. We are fortunate that we have the health and
~ ability to do both. Over this past New Year’s, we traveled with my

| cousin Steve and his immediate family on an ancient Egyptian
“adventure. This took us first to London to see the Rosetta Stone and
other Egyptian artifacts in the British Museum, then to Egypt itself to
see tombs, monuments, and pyramids.
Among many memorable experiences, we saw ‘storage barns’ similar to what are described
in the book of Genesis, from the period when Joseph was the Pharaoh’s chief advisor. I
stood in the ruins of a 2nd century Coptic Christian church that is adjacent to an Egyptian tomb. And so much
more.
In April, just after Easter, we leave for an adventure to Greece, where we will follow in St. Paul’s footsteps. In
preparation for that trip, Jon and I are reading a chapter a day from the Book of Acts as well as theologian
N.T. Wright’s interpretation. One of the many important passages found in the early Church’s history is simply
known as ‘242’. Look it up in your Bible: Acts 2:42, and it will provide you with the ideal way ‘New Covenant’
communities strived to live. They became Sharers. They lived in their own homes but became tightknit. All
had what they needed. Widows and orphans too. Christ-centered unity was their goal. In what ways can Grace
Lutheran Church live as the early Christians once did? As we welcome new members to ‘our family’ may we
lean in and learn to know them, the gifts they bring to our community and their needs.
You are blessed and beloved,
Pastor Kathy

o
_ 078 VLT

Lenten Services Schedule
Ash Wednesday, March 5-Worship 4 pm & 6:30 pm. Soup Supper 5:15 pm—6:15 pm.

Wednesday, March 12, 19 & 26—Midweek Lenten Service 6:30 pm. Soup Supper 5:15 pm—6:15 pm.

Wednesday, April 2 & 9— Midweek Lenten Service 6:30 pm. Soup Supper 5:15 pm—6:15 pm.




February 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday
26 27 28 29 30 31 1
9:00am Worship Service 10:30am The Chosen |8:00am PPP Guys 3:30pm GLOW 8:00am Office hours 9:00am AA/Alanon
10:00am Annual Meeting Bible Study 9:00am Quilters R. Hall |6:30pm Confirmation 5:00pm Worship/
5:00pm Men's Bible Communion Sanctuary
Study
5:00pm Pastor Susan's
Knitters Group
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:00am Worship Service 10:30am The Chosen |8:00am PPP Guys 6:00pm 1st Wednesday 8:00am Office hours 9:00am AA/Alanon
1:00pm Wisconsin River Valley Confer- |Bible Study 9:00am Quilters R. Hall [Meal with Glow and 9:15am Worship at 5:00pm Worship/
nece Meeting 4:00pm Staff Meeting Confirmation, all are Riverview Communion Sanctuary
5:00pm Men's Bible invited 10:30am Worship at
Study 6:30pm 1st Wednesday Tomahawk Health
5:00pm Pastor Susan's Worship
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
8:45am "Grace Kids" Sunday School 10:30am The Chosen |8:00am PPP Guys 9:00am Four Rivers 8:00am Office hours 9:00am AA/Alanon
9:00am Worship Service Bible Study 9:00am Quilters R. Hall |Quilters 5:00pm Worship/
4:00pm Worship Team |11:30am Joyful Noise |3:30pm GLOW Communion Sanctuary
Meeting Luncheon-Pizza Hut 6:30pm Confirmation Marriage Milestones
5:00pm Men's Bible 5:30pm Council Meet-
Study ing
5:00pm Pastor Susan's
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:00am Worship Service & Marriage Newsletter deadline |8:00am PPP Guys 9:30am Prayer Shawl 8:00am Office hours 9:00am AA/Alanon
Milestone 10:30am The Chosen |9:00am Quilters R. Hall |Meeting 5:00pm Worship/
Bible Study 3:30pm GLOW Communion Sanctuary
5:00pm Men's Bible 6:30pm Confirmation
Study
5:00pm Pastor Susan's
23 24 25 26 27 28 1
9:00am Worship Service 5:00pm Men's Bible 8:00am PPP Guys 9:00am Four Rivers 8:00am Office hours 9:00am AA/Alanon
Study 9:00am Quilters R. Hall |Quilters 2:00pm Worship at 5:00pm Worship/
5:00pm Pastor Susan's 3:30pm GLOW Milestone Communion Sanctuary
Knitters Group 6:30pm Confirmation
5:30pm 4-H Club
February Birthdays
Anthony Derleth Corbin Boyd Sarah Galloy
Katie Hilgendorf Neal Gebauer Margaret Pullman
Jessica Johnson Brayden Jones Mark VonSchrader
Carol Sparr Thomas Behnke Welke Brooklyn Winter
Brian Michael Jacquelyn Cherney Jeremy Baalke
Dana Baalke Dawson Jones Kiannah Mullen
Eugene Calhoun Amanda Kriese Berkley Lynch
Shane Halverson Mike Svacina Tammy Stiteley
Frederick Krueger Dana Thompson Corie Baacke
Gregory Smith Hunter Hilgendorf Jackie Bremer
Jill Dequaine Gary Zehner Caitlyn Schmit
Cayden Johnson Skylar Fuchs Myrisah Taylor
David Schmit Amaia Kriese George Bilansky
Emily Maule Tyler Strassman Cindi Kluck
Cassady Grabow-Hohensee Anna Sudbury Abrina Leonhard
Kyle Powers Rachel Sudbury Paul Scheffler
Emery Reilly Gary Calhoun Caitlyn Grabow-Hohensee
John Shelley John Pashek Elyse Hirt
Jade Wanta Adalynn Ristau Dravin Schmit
Emma Fletcher Cayley Scholz
Olivia Fletcher Justice Stadler
Suzy Garrison Kathy Tulman
Rita Renn Amanda Wedeberg




FIRST COMMUNION MILESTONE 2025

Preparation Class Sunday, March 09 at 8:45 am — 10:45 am.

Receive First Communion Sunday, March 16 at 9:00 am worship service.

This is a milestone time when we provide instruction for our fifth-graders for receiving their

First Communion. This year, we are including fourth graders in this milestone in recognition of the
developmental growth in our youth. Any baptized child showing desire to receive Jesus in Holy Communion
is welcome to come to First Communion preparation.

Which children/youth?

e Ages 9 — 10 are recognized as a natural time for preparing for Holy Communion. Children begin thinking
about sin and death at this age and are able to understand concepts and actions taught in this preparation.

e Younger children showing desire to receive Communion are welcome to come to this preparation. Please
speak with Pastor Julie if you wish to have your child attend preparation and receive Holy Communion at this
time.

Older children and youth or adults, who have not received this preparatory teaching, are invited as well.

Must parents come along?

This is a special milestone for parents and children to share together! The preparation for and receiving of
first communion is a special milestone in your child’s faith journey. It is also a chance for you as parents to
come together with your child in a way to grow together in faith. Godparents and grandparents or other caring
adults are also welcome to come along or when parents are unable to attend.

Action to Awareness Update

We at Grace have furthered our knowledge and training to
better understand how to provide a respectful and safe
environment. Members of staff and council have taken part in
Action 2 Awareness (A2A) training and remain involved to
further our knowledge. This is an initiative focused on
preventing abuse by helping adults and communities take
action to protect youth through awareness, education,
prevention, advocacy and action.

With our training and involvement with A2A, we are working
towards strengthening our policies and procedures to help
align with these initiatives among youth, vulnerable persons
and elderly. We include vulnerable adults and elderly that
might need extra safety because of physical or mental
limitations.

One of the ways that we are working on awareness and
prevention is by having background checks for all people
actively engaged youth and vulnerable persons. Staff members £ =
and consistent volunteers who work with our youth or D
vulnerable persons are asked to fill out a background check
yearly. During our Grace Kids Sunday School (age 3-grade 4),
and GLOW (gr. 5-7) programs, these background-checked adults will be wearing red lanyard name
tags so that they are easily identified by students and other adults. Family members are welcome to
attend our classes with their children/youth but will not be given a lanyard unless they have gone
through our volunteer background check procedure.

Working towards this new policy ensures extra care and attention to prevention and awareness. It is
worth the peace of mind to know that a loved one’s safety and well- being is important here at Grace.
If you would like more information, please call the Office to meet with a member of our team.

Grace A2A Team
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January 13, 2025 Council Meeting Highlights for Newsletter
Full Council meeting minutes can be found in the binder in the gathering space.

Where Have We Seen God at Work?

The funeral of Jimmy Carter; Patti Gaedtke’s retirement celebration and the joy-filled fellowship
hall; A football player reading a devotional on the sideline during a game; The enthusiasm of
new members; The Sunday School Christmas program, in the planning as well as seeing the
children feel God; Pastors and lay leaders who stepped in for Pastor Julie when she was ill
Council Agenda Highlights

e The Cookie Walk raised over $3,600, which will be designated for various church needs

e The special offerings for December raised $783.94 for Grace’s Gift Catalog and $661.00
for ELCA Good Gifts

e We welcome Dixie Erickson and Beau Stromberg (youth representative), who are filling
vacancies on the Council. Thank you for serving, Dixie and Beau!

DECEMBER 2024 FINANCIAL REPORT

Receipts Spending Difference
Monthly Receipts vs. Spending $ 39,924 $ 32,520 $7,405
[Year-to-date Receipts vs. Spending $ 347,645 $ 356,704 $(9,059)
Mortgage Loan Balance as of December 2024 $ 215,848.82
December Special Offering: Gift Catalog - Ceilings $783.9
ELCA Good Gifts $661.00
Other Donations: Food Pantry $100
ELCA Disaster Response - Hurricanes $100
Salvation Army - Backpack program $103

February Special Offering: Quilters and Prayer Shawl Ministry

The special offering will go toward buying supplies needed for these projects. The Grace Lutheran
Quilters meet in Reiff Hall on Tuesday mornings from 9 am - noon. We like to consider
ourselves an ecumenical group — with a couple faithful members from St. Mary’s Catholic Church.
Our goal is to complete at least 3 quilts each Tuesday. This year we donated 124 to Lutheran World
Relief and provided 7 for funerals at Grace and the local community. We put together quilts using
backs mostly from donated sheets, fillings Pastor Susan orders for us, and tops made at home by
members of our group or friends in the community. Some of us gather around tables pinning the
fabric together and tying knots. Others sort and cut fabric — or sew pieces together. There is no special
talent required. If you can tie a knot or “operate a stick pin” — you are needed! (Did I mention that we
take time to enjoy a coffee break with goodies?)

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on a monthly basis to make prayer shawls for those
who are in need of comfort including the local care facilities and community, as well as, Global Health
Ministries in Minneapolis, Lutheran World Relief. The shawls are displayed in the Gathering Space
and Fellowship Hall. Please pick one for someone you know.

Prayers of Sympathy

Our prayers and sympathy go to the family of Tom Behnke.

Our prayers and sympathy to the family of Melvin Moser.

Our prayers and sympathy go to the family of Paulette Warner.
Our prayers and sympathy go to the family of Jeannie Gudgeon.
May they be comforted with the hope of eternal life.




AA/ALANON MEETINGS

Grace Lutheran If you have a problem with alcohol or if someone you
e AA and Alanon: Saturday. 9:00 am know suffers from the disease, AA (for the alcoholic)

or Alanon (for family or friend of alcoholic) could be
Grace Community House your lifeline. Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of
e AA:Sunday 10:10 am both these groups. If you would like to speak with

someone personally, the church office, 453-4066, or
Pastor can put you in touch with an AA or Alanon
member.

All communications will be confidential

e AA: Friday 7:30 pm (open)
e AA: Wednesday 12:10 pm

St. Paul’s (12 E. Wisconsin Ave.)
e AA and Alanon: Monday 7:00 pm

} P ..i____ - I love our Tomahawk community where
S e everyday people are making a difference.
mMAHAWK / — e Thank you Grace Lutheran!
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
108 W. SOMO AVENUE
TOMAHAWK, WI 54487

Change service requested

Worship Service Times
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 9:00 am

STAFF (715 area codes)
Lead Pastor................... Rev. Julie Sinkula

pastorjuliebarger@gmail.com
453-4066 or (cell) 216-7652

Visitation Pastor..................... Rev. Kathy Tulman,
ktulman2020@gmail.com, 579-6780
Pastor Emeritus........ Rev. Gerald Check, 453-4066
Pastor Emerita......... Rev. Susan Christian,
224-3476, pstrxn63@gmail.com
Dir. of Children’s Ministries............
Director of Confirmation...................... Renee Loka
453-4066, rlloka@hotmail.com
Dir. of Youth & Young Adults...... Cassady Grabow
-Hohensee, 453-4066 cassady.grabow19@gmail
Secretary......c.cccc.... Barb Zastrow & Mary G. Jones
453-4066, gracetomahawkoffice@gmail.com
Treasurer...........ccccoveeeeuveeecveeeeeneennns Shirley Derleth
453-4066, treasurersjd @gmail.com
Wedding Coordinator........................ Barb Zastrow
Custodian...................... Barb Zastrow /Debi Tinker

453-4066
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2025 COUNCIL MEMBERS

Pres.—Steve Heikkinen................... 966-0160

V. Pres.—Pete Wurl...........cccuuee.... 966-3381
Secretary—Jen Beaumier.............. 066-2682
Gail Wilson.......ccceeeeeveeeecniieeens 453-5787
Sherry Clements.........c.cccccuveennen. 453-5615
Steve Garrison.........ccccceeeeeeennnn. 414-828-2925
Chris Hoglund.........ccccceovveeniieeiieeciiecee.
Z.0ie MORT........ocovviiieiieeeiieeeiieae

Dixie Erickson.........cccccoveeeeeunnnennn. 453-4283
Bob Wallis......ccccvveeeeeeiiriireeeeees 966-1053

Beau Stromberg...........ccocceeeviiniiiiieniennnen.

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 1:00pm




