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April 2025

Praising God + Serving Others + Building Relationships + Growing Faith

Lenten Services Schedule

Wednesday, April 2-Change of Heart = Jesus can change our hearts and our lives

Wednesday, April 9-Change of Plans = God’s ways are not our own — trusting the journey

We will be singing the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy for the Lenten Wednesday worship on these

services at 6:30 pm. Come and join us!

SOUPS ON
Come Join Us
For Good
Soup And Fellowship
Wednesday Nights from
5:15 pm. to 6:15 pm.
March 5th to April 9th 2025
If you would like to sign up to
help serve or donate food the
sign up sheets are by the coat
rack in the fellowship area.

First Communion

Blessing to our 13 youth who received their First
Holy Communion on March 16th at gam
worship. Students completed a First
Communion instruction class, as well as a bread
making class with adult volunteer leaders.
Fellowship was enjoyed by many after the
worship. Thank you to all who made this event
possible.




GLOW Youth and Quilters make tie blankets!

During the month of February our GLOW youth (grades 5-7) participated with the Grace Quilting
Ministry to make tie blankets for the Oneida County Humane Society. 18 blankets were made for
animals at the shelter.

Wilderness Trip 2025

Planning has begun for the 2025 Wilderness Trip! Currently we have 17 youth and adults from Grace
Confirmation families, along with leaders, signed up to go to Isle Royale National Park June 23rd to
28th. We will be traveling as a group to Isle Royale to disconnect from everyday life and to connect
with God’s beautiful creation. This has been a tradition at Grace for years now, and we appreciate all
of the support that we have received from our congregation in helping to fund these trips.

Families will be doing the following fundraisers: fresh glazed jumbo cinnamon rolls and Cerny’s Gift
s Cards.

o The jumbo cinnamon rolls will be available Easter Day. You can
purchase 1 jumbo cinnamon roll for $5 or a half dozen (6) for

$25. Pre-orders will be taken March 29th through April

13th. Please consider purchasing a sweet treat and supporting our
group through this fundraiser!

Watch for our other fundraisers as well including the Cerny’s Gift
Cards to start in May!

Rite of Confirmation April 27, 2025

11 youth from Grace will take part in their Rite of Confirmation on April 27th at the 9:00 am

service. They will be showcasing their Faith Boards after service in the Fellowship Hall. There will
be food and refreshments to celebrate their special milestone. Please come and support our youth as
they affirm their baptisms!

Typically youth at Grace have been getting confirmed on the last Sunday in October, which is
Reformation Sunday. However, after evaluating this process, staff have seen a need to make a change
to this.

National Day of Prayer - May 1, 2025 is the National Day of Prayer. The theme this
year is "Pour Out to the God of Hope and Be Filled!" (inspired by Romans 15:13) The Associated
Clergy of Tomahawk invites you to be a part of a community gathering to pray together with unity
as believers. We will gather at 10:30 am at The Veteran's Memorial Park pavilion. Please come join
us!

2 DEADLINES: Newsletter-Third Monday of every month, Bulletin-Monday




Pastor’s Pondering:

I have always loved a good story. As a child, I enjoyed reading
books or listening to my parents and grandparents tell stories about
their life experiences. Stories have the unique ability to connect us
and help us expand our perspective. Through my role as a Pastor, I
am privileged to hear stories about how God is at work in people’s
lives. Sometimes we don’t always recognize where we experience
God, and it takes someone else to help point that out. It may seem
awkward at first but the more we share our faith stories the more
natural it becomes. It is important for us to communicate about where we see God’s presence and to
listen to where others see God as well.

This Easter, we share the amazing story of Christ’s death and resurrection. Imagine if the
disciples had kept that story of Jesus to themselves! Through the Holy Spirit, the disciples shared
Jesus’ life story with the people around them at first in oral stories and then written books and letters
about God’s relationship with us. We too receive the Holy Spirit at baptism to love and serve God and
neighbor. Part of this is telling the story of what God is doing in our lives. Our faith community is vital
for sharing faith stories. Not only do we get to share the story of God in Scripture, we share Jesus’ love
and grace in the story and sacrament of communion. In the sermon, prayers and songs, we experience
a variety of ways to know God’s presence in our lives. In conversations with others, we have time to
connect and share faith stories. Sharing God’s life-giving presence in our lives is a way of thanking
God and helping another glimpse a sight of God.

Our council starts each meeting sharing places and times where we have experienced God at
work. It would be wonderful to have a place and space for us to share our God moments with each
other at Grace. I would like to hear your ideas on what would be meaningful for you to share God
moments. Stay tuned for more of God’s story.

Blessings,

Pastor Julie

FORGIVE AND FORGET?

Do you forgive easily? Does someone have to apologize before you can forgive and forget?
Should we forgive but not forget? What does the Bible tell us about coming to forgiveness with others
and ourselves?

You are hereby invited to join your brothers and sisters of Grace, Greater Galilee of Milwaukee,
and Trinity Lutheran in Waupaca! Together, through Zoom, we will embark upon a monthly
exploration of the holy scriptures and what they have to say about forgiveness!

On April 26t at 10:00 am, we will begin the study of FORGIVING WHAT YOU CAN'T
FORGET, by Lysa Terkeurst, #1 New York Times best-selling author. This book ($16) and
accompanying workbook ($14) can be ordered through a sign-up sheet in the church gathering area.
To receive your books in time for our first Bible study, place your name and phone number on the sign
-up sheet by April 9th. Patti Gaedtke will then order the books and collect payment when distributed.
You are also free to order the book and workbook on you own. Do not let a lack of funds be an issue;
money has been set aside for students unable to pay.

Join us as we “discover how to move on, make peace with painful memories, and create a life
that is beautiful again.”

If you have questions contact Patti Gaedtke at (715) 612-2000.

In Loving Memory
Our prayers and sympathy go to the families of Sherry Thompson and David Weizenicker.
May they be comforted with the hope of eternal life.




March 11, 2025 Council Meeting Highlights for Newsletter
Full Council meeting minutes can be found in the binder in the gathering space.
Where Have We Seen God at Work?
A chapel in Sedona; In the First Communion students and their families; In the life of Dan Reiter,
and the outpouring of love after his passing; The remission of cancer in a child; The God-given tal-
ent in the hockey players
Council Agenda Highlights
*Energy-efficient lighting improvements have been made, thanks to a Thrivent Action Team
grant.
*Programmable locks will be installed on the Washington Avenue doors, paid for with funds in
the Undesignated Memorials restricted fund.
*The special offering for February for the Quilters and Prayer Shawl Ministries brought in

$719.01.

APRIL OWLS NEWS

There will be no OWLS activity in April as we prepare for Easter. On May 15
at 1 PM we are scheduled to tour Camp American Legion in Lake Tomahawk. We will
have a sign-up sheet soon. We will be collecting items from their “Wish List” starting
in April. More details to come. Buoel

In June we are going to Rudolph to visit the Grotto Gardens and the Qw’
Wisconsin Dairy State Cheese Company. This trip was planned in 2024, but was
cancelled.

A big thank you to our presenters in February and March and to Joe Story for arranging our
trip to Camp American Legion.

-\

Grace for the Future
The Long Range Planning Team would like your current input on Grace’s future. Please share your val-
uable input either by filling out this paper version and leaving it in the Gathering Area container marked Grace
for the Future or fill out an email survey in early March. We will gather responses and share ideas for Grace’s
future. Thank you!
What are you looking forward to at Grace?

Jesus says to His Father, “Thy Will be Done!” How do we, as His people, help to make “God’s Will” a reality
in the next five years?

What is your dream for Grace, beyond the next five years?

Other thoughts you might have regarding the future path of our church family?

Blessings for Babies

During the month of April, we will be collecting baby items for families with children ages 0-18
months who need help with baby care supplies. There are plans for a Community-wide baby Shower
in April. We are working in partnership with the Walking with
Moms in Need program through St. Mary's. There is a playpen in
the Gathering Area for donated items.

Baby items needed: Disposable Diapers-Any size, Baby
Wipes, Onesies, Sleepers, Clothes-new or gently used to size 2,
Any other baby items

For more info, call or email Pastor Susan Christian at:
715-224-3476, pstrxn63@gmail.com
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April Calendar

8:45am Grace Kids (Sunday School)
9:00am Worship Service, Baptism of

5:00pm Knitters Group
5:00pm Men's Bible

8:00am PPP Guys
9:00am Hosting WI

9:00am Four Rivers
Quilters

6:00pm Church Coun-
cil Meeting

8:00am Office hours
2:00pm Worship at

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

9:00am Worship Service 4:00pm Staff Meeting  |8:00am PPP Guys 5:15pm Soup Supper 8:00am Office hours  |9:00am AA/Alanon
5:00pm Knitters Group |9:00am Quilters R. Hall|{6:30pm Lenten Wor- 5:00pm Worship/
5:00pm Men's Bible 5:00pm Summer ship with GLOW & Communion Sanctuary
Study Worship Planning Confirmation.

Meeting
6 7 8 9 10 1 12

9:00am AA/Alanon
10:00am Funeral

with Faith Reception to Follow

5:00pm Khnitters Group
5:00pm Men's Bible
Study

5:30pm 4-H Club

9:00am Quilters R. Hall

6:30pm Confirmation

Of Prayer at Veteran's
Memorial Park

2:00pm Worship at
Millestone

Amirah Dickens Study River Valley Confer- 3:30pm GLOW Mllestone visitation for Dave
ence Meeting 5:15pm Soup Supper Weizenicker
9:00am Quilters R. Hall|{6:30pm Lenten Wor- 11:00am Celebration
11:30am Joyful Noise |[ship with Confirmation of Life for Dave
Luncheon at Beking Weizenicker
Chinese Restaraunt 5:00pm Worship/
205 North 4th St. Communion Sanctuary
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:45am "Grace Kids" Sunday School 4:00pm Staff Meeting |8:00am PPP Guys 9:30am Prayer Shawl |6:30pm Maundy Thurs-|8:00am Office hours 9:00am AA/Alanon
Celebration 5:00pm Knitters Group |9:00am Quilters R. Hall |Meeting day Worship 9:15am Worship at
9:00am Worship Service 5:00pm Men's Bible 3:30pm GLOW Riverview
Study 6:30pm Confirmation 10:30am Worship at
Tomahawk Health
12:30pm Good Friday
Worship Service
6:30pm Good Friday
Worship Service
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
7:00am Sunrise Service Newsletter deadline |8:00am PPP Guys 9:00am Four Rivers 8:00am Office hours  |9:00am AA/Alanon
9:00am Easter Worship Service 5:00pm Kinship Dinner [9:00am Quilters R. Hall|Quilters 10:00am Greater
5:00pm Knitters Group 3:30pm GLOW Gallilee Bible Study via
5:00pm Men's Bible 6:30pm Confirmation - ZOOM
Study Rite of confirmation 5:00pm Worship/
Run Through Communion Sanctuary
27 28 29 30 1 2 3
9:00am Rite of Confirmation Service 4:00pm Staff Meeting |8:00am PPP Guys 3:30pm GLOW 10:30am National Day |8:00am Office hours  [9:00am AA/Alanon

5:00pm Worship/
Communion Sanctuary

Easter Flowers

Lilies, Tulips, Daffodils and Hyacinths will be ordered from Scarlet Garden. If you
would like to share a plant for Easter services, please fill out the info below.
Please note your purchase is for a flower not a specific plant variety or color. You
may pick up a plant after the Easter service on April 20. Thirty plants

have been ordered. (When all plants have been spoken for,

orders will be closed.)

Memory of:

Honor of:

From:

You may bring this form to the office or drop it in the offering plate along with a check

for $16.00.

Please make your check payable to: Grace Lutheran Church




MAC Homee* PO Box 324 « Merrill, Wi 54452
Februaryl12, 2025
To: Grace Lutheran Church,

On behalf of the Board of Directors we thank you for your vely, very generous donation to the Merrill Community
Homeless Center, Inc. aka MAC Home. 1t is clearly a blessing to have strong supporters like you to help us. Making a
positive difference in the lives of those unfortunate enough to be homeless, including veterans, moms with small children,
and occasional elders. This is a priceless gesture, and it is much appreciated by MAC Home, the governing Merrill
Community Homeless Center, Inc. Board of Directors and the homeless people we continue to serve.

This is a welcome gift at such a critical time. Since opening in March of 2019, we have now had more than 500 plus
homeless people stay at MAC Home, covering over 8,551 safe shelter bed nights. Our records show 16% of our clients
have been children with homeless parent(s). We consistently have 3of our 4 transitional living units filled and additional
people using our warming center at night. Even during the summer months, the center is heavily used. At this writing, we
had three baby boys in the center through Christmas.

Your generous gift of $1,280.29 to the Merrill Community Homeless Center, Inc. will be used to support the ongoing
needs and functionality of the Warming Center/Transitional Temporary Shelter to aid our local hopieless population. The
Warming Center/Shelter is a 501-C3. This letter will serve as acknowledgement of your gift and as a receipt for your tax-
deductible donation.

Dee Olsen

Secretary-

Treasurer

Merrill Community Homeless Center, Inc.

MAC Home Board

Michael Ravn, Dee Olsen, Don Heyel, Dr. Tom Zentner,
Jim Finucan, Chris Graham, Jessica Fehrenbach, Paul Wagner, Ex-
officio - Theresa Anthoney, Executive Director

FEBRUARY 2025 FINANCIAL REPORT

Receipts Spending Difference
Monthly Receipts vs. Spending $ 31,851 $ 34,239 $ (2,388)
Year-to-date Receipts vs. Spending $ 54,265 $ 64,283 $ (10,018)
Mortgage Loan Balance as of February 2025 $209,990.45
February Special Offering: Quilters
Prayer Shawls $359.89
Other Donations: Lutheran World Relief $59 1 2
ELCA World Hunger $26;l 23
$36.01




AA/ALANON MEETINGS

Grace Lutheran If you have a problem with alcohol or if someone you

e AA and Alanon: Saturday. 9:00 am know suffers from the disease, AA (for the alcoholic)
or Alanon (for family or friend of alcoholic) could be

Grace Community House your lifeline. Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of

e AA: Sunday 10:10 am both these groups. If you would like to speak with

e« AA: Friday 7:30 pm (open) someone personally, the church office, 453-4066, or

« AA: Wednesday 12:10 pm Pastor can put you in touch with an AA or Alanon
member.

St. Paul’s (12 E. Wisconsin Ave.) All communications will be confidential

e AA and Alanon: Monday 7:00 pm
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
108 W. SOMO AVENUE
TOMAHAWK, WI 54487

Change service requested

Worship Service Times
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 9:00 am

STAFF (715 area codes)
Lead Pastor................... Rev. Julie Sinkula

pastorjuliebarger@gmail.com
453-4066 or (cell) 216-7652

Visitation Pastor..................... Rev. Kathy Tulman,
ktulman2020@gmail.com, 579-6780
Pastor Emeritus........ Rev. Gerald Check, 453-4066
Pastor Emerita......... Rev. Susan Christian,
224-3476, pstrxn63@gmail.com
Dir. of Children’s Ministries......... Cassady Grabow
-Hohensee
Director of Confirmation..................... Renee Loka
453-4066, rlloka@hotmail.com
Dir. of Youth & Young Adults...... Cassady Grabow
-Hohensee, 453-4066 cassady.grabow1g@gmail
Secretary......c.cccc.... Barb Zastrow & Mary G. Jones
453-4066, gracetomahawkoffice@gmail.com
Treasurer............cccceveeeneeneenneennnes Shirley Derleth
453-4066, treasurersjd @gmail.com
Wedding Coordinator........................ Barb Zastrow
Custodian...................... Barb Zastrow /Debi Tinker

453-4060
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2025 COUNCIL MEMBERS

Pres.—Steve Heikkinen................... 966-0160

V. Pres.—Pete Wurl...........cccuuee.... 966-3381
Secretary—Jen Beaumier.............. 066-2682
Gail Wilson.......ccceeeeeveeeecniieeens 453-5787
Sherry Clements.........c.cccccuveennen. 453-5615
Steve Garrison.........ceceeevveeenennns 414-828-2925
Zoie MORNT.......ccccvveiieiieeieeiene,

Dixie Erickson.........cccccouveeeennnnennn. 453-4283
Bob Wallis.......ccooovuiiieciiieeeeiieeenne 066-1053

Beau Stromberg.........ccccoeveiiiniiiiiiiiiiinen,

Church Office Hours

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday Friday
8:00am to 1:00pm

Wednesday 8:00am-3:00pm




